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can be questioned and the remainder of the gospel of the infancy be still 
retained. The other parts of this are not especially considered by Pro- 
fessor Barth, but had they been, and had the same rigid method of inves- 
tigation been followed, some of them would have failed to stand the test. 
There are many similar points that invite adverse criticism. But the 
reader of the book must allow that a scholar is here doing good service 
in exhibiting the spirit in which Christian faith should approach the prob- 
lems of historical criticism, and in showing the new power which it gains 
in so doing. 

W. J. Motjlton. 

Yale University, 
New Haven, Conn. 



A SYRIAN PATRIARCH 

Mr. Brooks' volumes 1 are the first fruits of the activity of the Text 
and Translation Society recently formed "for the purpose of editing and 
translating oriental texts chiefly in the British Museum," and as such they 
deserve a cordial welcome. It is evident that texts of great value may, if 
left to private enterprise, go long unpublished, and the service which the 
Text and Translation Society promises to perform is thus a most important 
one. These first volumes well illustrate this. They contain the only 
complete version known of the Sixth Book of the Select Letters of Severus, 
the original Greek of which is lost. This Syriac version was made in 
the seventh century by Athanasius of Nisibis. The Select Letters included 
but a few hundred of the Patriarch's letters, out of a total of some thou- 
sands. From two British Museum manuscripts of the eighth century Mr. 
Brooks has published the Syriac text of one hundred and twenty of these 
(Vol. I), accompanying it with a readable translation (Vol. II). 

The materials for the study of the life of Severus have recently been 
enriched by the publication of his biography — extant, like the letters, only 
in a Syriac version — by Zacharias the Scholastic of Gaza; another life of 
Severus, preserved in an Ethiopic version, is soon to appear in the Patro- 
logia Orientalis; and the contribution made by these letters to our knowl- 
edge of his life and relations is even more important. The views of Severus 

1 The Sixth Book 0} the Select Letters of Severus, Patriarch of Antioch. Edited 
and translated by E. W. Brooks. ("Works Issued by the Text and Translation 
Society.") In two volumes (four parts): Vol. I (Text), ix+530 pages; Vol. II (Trans- 
lation), xiv-l-480 pages. London: Published for the Text and Translation Society by 
Williams & Norgate, 1902-1904. 30s., net. 
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on the great question which exercised men of his day are here set forth in 
his own words, and his methods of dealing with the schismatic and dis- 
orderly are constantly revealed. The letters come from the three periods 
of his life — before, during, and after his episcopate — and their value as 
documents for the history of the church in that troubled and stormy time 
is further enhanced by the glimpses they afford of the contemporaries of 
the great Patriarch. Mr. Brooks' work puts the study of the life and 
place of Severus upon a new footing. 

Edgar J. Goodspeed. 

This 3 is only one of three instalments, the general title of which is 
Stvbre, Patriarch* d'Antioche 512-518. The second (third fascicule of 
Vol. II) will contain Severus' life by John Hegumen, of the convent of 
Beth-Aphthonia, plus miscellaneous notices by other Syrian writers on the 
famous patriarch of Antioch. An introduction, a commentary, and various 
indices will form the third and last instalment (fourth fascicule of Vol. II). 

Both Syriac text and French translation are given on the same page, 
one below the other. The Syriac type is the new Jacobite Sert£ which 
was first used for the first volume of Mgr. Graffin's Patrologia Syriaca. 
Vowel-points have been but sparingly employed. 

The two biographies of Severus by Zacharias and John were written 
in Greek, but the originals are lost. The Syriac translations appear now 
together for the first time from Codex Sachau 321 (both Zacharias' and 
John's) and Br. Mus. add. 17203 (John's only), the latter rather incom- 
plete. Spanuth, however, had published the text of Zacharias' work,* 
and Abbe" Nau had given a French translation of it, together with a sum- 
mary of the work of John. 4 The present fascicule consequently contains 
nothing new. Nevertheless, as a pledge of the instalments to follow, it 
will be welcomed by all amateurs of Syriac literature, to whom, besides, 
the Patrologia Orientalis commends itself for its excellent typographical 
execution and its very moderate price. 

H. Hyvernat. 

Catholic University of America. 

> Vie de Severe par Zacharie le Scholastique. Texte Syriaque publie, traduit et 
annot£ par M-A. Kugener. Paris: Firmin-Didot et C ie - (R. Graffin-F. Nau, 
Patrologia Orientalis, Tome II, Fascicule 1.) 116 pages. 4to. $0.96 to subscribers, 
$1.80 to non-subscribers. 

3 Zacharias Rhetor, Das Leben des Severus von Antiochien in syrischer Ueber- 
setzung (Gottingen, 1893). 

4 Revue de F Orient chritien, Vol. V. 



